
   

JANUARY 2016 

UNDERSTAND I NG THE MYTHS AND REA L I T I E S OF  

The Virginia Nonprofit Housing Coalition 
In Cooperation with  



 2 

 

B  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

 
1.   KEY FINDINGS                           4 

2.   BRIEF HISTORY OF MANUFACTURED HOUSING            6 

3.   STRUCTURAL TYPES                         7 

4.   PAST AND CURRENT CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS          9          

5.   MANUFACTURED HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS             10 

6.   AFFORDABILITY AND INVESTMENT IMPLICATIONS            11 

7.   ENERGY EFFICIENCY, SAFETY, AND QUALITY             15 

8.   COMMUNITY TYPES                         20 

9.   FINANCING TYPES AVAILABLE                     22 

10.  MANUFACTURED HOME RESOURCES & CHARACTERISTICS       23 

 



 4 

 

 

 

-  

 

   

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Key FINDINGS  
  

 



 5 

 -  

  

 

-
 

   

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Key FINDINGS CONTINUED... 
  



 6 

 
Brief History OF  
MANUFACTURED HOUSING  
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manufactured housing as a percentage of  

total housing units in U.S. 
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Understanding STRUCTURAL TYPES  
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Typical 1970s single wide “mobile home” prior to 

HUD standards.  The encased hitch remains attached, 

designating the house as “mobile”. 

the pre 1970s “Mobile Home” 
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Virginia Manufactured Home Shipments  

1990—2014 
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contemporary “Manufactured”  

Though created in a factory assembly process, 

Modular, Pre-cut, and Panelized houses are often 

indistinguishable from stick-built construction. 

HUD sets specific standards for construction of 

manufactured housing.  Many companies produce 

high quality single wide homes that meet or exceed 

HUD requirements. 

Image source: Next Step, Inc. 

 

Next Step Inc. produces homes with Energy Star 

construction and appliances. 
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Past and Current CONSTRUCTION 
STANDARDS 
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 Number Percentage of Total 

Manufactured Housing Units (all manufactured housing units) 8,603,000  6.3% (all housing) 

Occupied Manufactured Housing Units 6,917,000 80% (all manufactured housing) 

Number of single-wide units 4,973,000 57% 

Number of units that remain on original site 6,039,000 70% 

Number of units with 3 bedrooms or more 4,827,000 56% 

Number of units with only 1 full bathroom 2,737,000 31% 

Median Square Footage 1,100  50% 

Number of units using electricity as primary heat source 4,795,000 55% 

Number of units without central air 3,253,000 37% 

Percentage of respondents who chose manufactured housing 
for financial reasons 

 46% 

Number of residents who are U.S. citizens 6,487,000* (all occupied units) 94% (all occupied units) 

Median Household Income (dollars per year) $28,400  

Number of households paying more than 30% of income on 
housing costs 

2,153,000 31% 

Owner Occupied Units 5,358,000 77% (all occupied units) 

American Housing Survey - 2013 - U.S CENSUS BUREAU 

Manufactured  HOUSING 
CHARACTERISTICS 
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Affordability AND INVESTMENT 
IMPLICATIONS 
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$40.36

Average construction cost per square foot 

2014 
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Average home size in 2014 

square feet 

 

Key Factors  
Influencing Home 
Cost: 
 

 Size 

 Cost per sq. foot 

 Land cost 
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Affordability AND INVESTMENT 
IMPLICATIONS, CONTINUED... 
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Manufactured Housing Affordability 
20-Year Term 
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Energy EFFICIENCY, SAFETY,  
AND QUALITY 
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Next Step manufactured homes display many advances in energy efficiency making them eligible for Energy Star certifi-

cation. Source: Next Step, Inc. 
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average annual energy consumption 

 by housing type (million BTUs) 
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Source: Systems Building Research Alliance., 2015., Web page: http://www.research-alliance.org/pages/duct_sys.htm 
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poorly sealed 

Conditioned air 
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Source: U.S. Department of Energy., Webpage: https://basc.pnnl.gov/images?f[0]=field_basc_keywords%3A178840  [framing graphic] 
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Deaths per 100 fires 2007-2011 average among 

pre and post HUD standards 

 
 

 

 

 

Source: National Fire Protection Association Fire Analysis and Research Division., Manufactured 

Home Fires., 2013. 
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Many manufacturers of single wide homes have creat-

ed interiors that are comparable and often exceed 

stick built houses. 

Source: http://www.claytonhomes.com/home-gallery.cfm?

modelNo=46GIR16762AH 

HUD minimum standards for foundations require a 

strong pier and footing able to withstand significant 

high winds and seismic activity.   

Image source: http://nationalfoundationsystems.com/foundation-

images/  
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Community TYPES 
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  Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Housing Survey, 2013 

Age of manufactured housing 

units in the U.S. 

After 1975 

Before 1975 



 21 

Community TYPES CONTINUED... 
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manufactured housing  
community types in the U.S. 
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Financing TYPES AVAILABLE  
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Property Type:  Personal 

Loan Type:    Land only, land/home, or home only; site can be leased  

Loan limits:   Manufactured House only: $69,678  

    Lot only: $23,226  

    Combination: $92,904  

Down Payment:  5% down if credit score is 500+  

    10% down if credit score is <500  

 

Insurance:    FHA insures maximum 90% of loan  

Property Type:  Real Estate, Permanent Foundation 

Loan Type:    Unit and land only; site must be owned and titled as real estate  

Loan limits:   FHA site-built limits apply: $271,050-$625,500 by area     

Down Payment:  As in FHA site-built requirements:  

      3.5% down Or 10% if credit score is <580  

Insurance:    Insures all of loan loss  

“The biggest problem is how the               

     loans are done. It’s about as 

     enjoyable as buying a   

        used car.” 
          
           
                 



 23 

 

HUD OFFICE OF MANUFACTURED HOUSING PROGRAMS - WWW.HUD.GOV 

Virginia MANUFACTURED AND MODULAR HOUSING ASSOCIATION - WWW.VAMMHA.ORG 

Consumer GUIDE, VA MANUFACTURED HOUSING - WWW.DHCD.VIRGINIA.GOV/IMAGES/SBC/CONSUMERGUIDE 

Resident OWNED COMMUNITIES, USA - WWW.ROCUSA.ORG  

Corporation FOR ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT - CFED.ORG 

Manufactured HOUSING INSTITUTE - WWW.MANUFACTUREDHOUSING.ORG 

National MODULAR HOUSING COUNCIL - WWW.MODULARCOUNCIL.ORG 

National COMMUNITIES COUNCIL - WWW.MHCOMMUNITIES.ORG 

Next STEP U.S. - WWW.NEXTSTEP.ORG 

Manufactured HOUSING RESOURCES  



 24 

205 North Robinson Street, Richmond, Virginia 23220 

www.hdadvisors.net 


